?2 RIGHT OF MAN. Part. II 

be wanted, will admit a further redu&ion of taxes equal to tha 
amount. 

Among the claims that juftice requires to be made, the condi- 
tion of the inferior revenue officers will merit attention. It is a 
reproach to any government to wafte fuch an immenfity of reve- 
rse in fmecures and nominal and unneceffiary places and offices, 
and not allow even a decent livelihood to thofe on whom the la- 
bour falls. The 1 alary of the inferior officers of the revenue has 
jtood at the petty pittance of leis than fifty pounds a year for up- 
wards of one hundred years. It ought to be feventy. About 
one hundred and twenty thouland pounds applied to this purpofe, 
will put all thofe falaries in a decent condition. 

This was prcpofed to be done almofl twenty years ago, but the 
treafury- board then in being ftartled at it, as’ it might lead to 
fcmilar expe&ations from the army and navy ; and the event was, 
that the King, or fomebody for him, applied to parliament to have 
.ms own falary railed an hundred thoufand a year, which being 
<!qne, every thing elfe was laid afide. 

With refpeft to another clafs of men, the inferior clergy, I for- 
feeap to enlarge on their condition ; but all partialities and pre- 
judices for, or againft, different modes and forms of religion afide, 
common juftice will determine, whether there ought to be an in- 
come of twenty or thirty pounds a year to one man, and of ten 
thoufand to another. I (peak on this fubjeft with the more free- 
dom, becaufe I am known rot to be a Preffiyterian ; and there- 
fore the cant cry of coun fycophants, about church and meeting, 
•tept up to amufe and bewilder the nation, cannot be railed againft 
me. ° 

Ve frmple men, on both fides the queffton, do ye not fee 
trough this courtly craft? If ye can be kept difputing and 
wrangling about church and meeting, ye juft anfwer the purpofe 
of every courtier, who lives the while on the fpoit of the taxes, 
and laughs ct your credulity. Every religion is good that teaches- 
man to be good ; aid I know of none that inftruas him to be 
bad. 

All the before-mentioned calculations, foppofe only fixteen 
millions and an half taxes paid into the exchequer, after the ex 
pence of colle&ion and dbw vbacks at the cuftom-houfe and ex- 
afe- office are deduced; vvhei^as the fum paid into the exche- 
quer is very nearly, if not quite, feventeen millions. The taxes 
xaifed in Scotland and Ireland are expended in thofe countries, • 
and therefore xheir favings will come out of their own taxes; but 
if any part^be paid into the Englifh exchequer, it might be re- 
mitted. i his will not make one hundred thoufand pounds a 
year difference. 

There now remains only the national debt to be confidered. 
Jn the year *789, the intereft, exclufive of the tontine, was 
How much the capital has been reduced fmee that 
time the minifter heft knows. But after paying the intereft, abo- 
iimrig the tax on houfes and windows, the commutation tax 

Uie P° or rai es; and making all the provlfions for the poor,. 
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for the education of children, the fupport of the aged, the dif- 

banded part of the army and navy, and encreafing the pay of the 
remainder, there will be a furplus of one million 

The prefent fcheme of paying off the national debt appears to 
me, fpeaking as an indifferent perfon* to be an ill-concerted, if 
not a fallacious job. The burthen ot the nauona. debt confifts 
not in its being fo many millions, or fo many hundred mu.ior.s, 
but in the quantity of taxes colleted every year to pay the mte- 
reft. If this quantity continue the fame, the burthen o. the na- 
tional debt is the fame to all intents and purpo.es, be the capital 
more or lefs. The only knowledge which the public can have 
oftheredutionofthe debt, muft be through the Rduftion of 
taxes for paving the intereft. The debt, therefore, is no re- 
duced one farthing to the public by all the millions that have bee. 
paid ; and it would require more money now to purchafe up the 

capital, than when the fcheme began. . 

DigreiTing for a moment at this point, to whic.i I (hall return 
avain, I look back to the appointment of Mr. Pitt, as minifter. 

“ ] was then in America. The war was over; and though re- 
fentment had ceafed, memory was ftill alive. 

When the news of the coalition arrived, though it was a nut- 
ter of no concern to me as a citizen of America, 1 felt it as a man. 

It had foirething in it which lhocked, by publicly fp°' ting with 
decency, if not with principle. I t was impudence m Lord North ; 

it was want of firmnefs in Mr. Fox. 

Mr Pitt was, at that time, what may be calleu a maiden cha- 
racter’^ politics. So far from being hackneyed, he appeared 
not to be initiated into the firft myfteries of court intrigue. Every 
thin® was in his favour. Refentment againft the coalition .erred 
as friend (hip to him, and his ignorance of vice was credited for 
virtue. With the return of peace, commerce and prosperity 
would rife of itfelf ; yet even this encreafe was thrown to lus ac- 

VvTen he came to the helm the ftorm was over, and he had no- 
thing to interrupt his courfe. It required even ingenuity to be 
wrong, and he fucceeded. A little time (hewed him the fame 
fort of man as his predeceffors had been. Inftead of profiting by 
thofe errors which had accumulated a burthen of taxes unparallel- 
ed in the world, he fought, I might almoft fay, he advemfed for 
enemies, and provoked means to encreafe taxation. Arming at 
fom -thing, he knew not what, he ranfacked Europe and India ror 
adventures, and abandoning the fair pretenfions he began with, 
became the knight errant of modern times. 

It is unpleafant to fee charadter throw itfelf away. It is more 
fo to fee one’s-felf deceived. Mr. Pitt had merited nothing, but 
he promifed much. He gave fymptoms of a mina fupenor to the 
ir.eannefs and corruption of courts. His apparent candour en- 
couraged expectations; and the public confidence, (tunned, wea- 
ried, and confounded by a chaos of parties, revived and attached 
Itfelf to him. But miftaking, as he has done, the difguft of the 
naiion againft the coalition, for merit in himfelt, he has rul. ed 
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